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	           AHW(12)1416

Minutes of the 26th Executive Board Meeting  
Friday 30 September 2011


	PARTICIPATION


	Participants:

Members:

IFAH-Europe / Declan O’BRIEN (Chair) (DOB)
COPA COGECA / Pasquale DI RUBBO (PDR)
FVE / Jan VAARTEN (JV)
EMVD / Johanna KOOLEN (JK)
EMIDA ERA-Net / Alex MORROW (AM)
EPIZONE / Wim VAN DER POEL (WvdP) 

Invited:
ETPGAH / Jim SCUDAMORE (Consultant) (JS)
DISCONTOOLS / Morgane DELAVERGNE (MD)
DISCONTOOLS WG3 / Carolin SCHUMACHER (CS)
DISCONTOOLS WG 4 / Jeremy SALT (JSalt)
	Apologies :

CVO NL / Christian BRUSCHKE
DG Research / Danièle TISSOT
EAEVE / Gerhard GREIF
ETPGAH  Secretariat/ Hervé MARION 
HMA / Peter BORIELLO
MedVetNet / John THRELFALL

OIE / Elisabeth ERLACHER-VINDEL


	AGENDA


1. Adoption of the agenda & approval of the minutes/actions from the 25th Executive Board meeting  
2. ETPGAH Executive Board membership
Report from Declan O’ Brien

3. Regulatory Review developments

Report from Declan O’ Brien


4. Report on progress with fish diseases
 Report from Wim van der Poel
5. Report on progress with bee diseases – Varroa Expert Group

Update from Pasquale Di Rubbo and Declan O’ Brien
6. Update from other European Projects/Initiatives


a. KBBE



Report from Declan O’ Brien


b. Development of European Innovation Partnership by DG Agriculture


Report from Declan O’ Brien


7. Report from the Mirror Groups meeting
Report from Declan O’ Brien


8. Future Database Management 

 Report from Wim van der Poel
9. Objectives of the ETPGAH

All 


10. AOB

a. Date of next meeting
DISCUSSION
1. Adoption of the agenda & approval of the minutes/actions from the 25th Executive Board meeting  
The agenda was adopted and the minutes were approved. It was agreed that DOB should update the Terms of Reference in terms of administrative matters such as changes of representatives and websites and note the date of the latest revision.
2. ETPGAH Executive Board membership 
It was confirmed that Peter Borriello would replace Steve Dean as the HMA representative.

3. Regulatory Review developments  

DOB referred to a PowerPoint presentation summarizing a well attended stakeholder meeting held by DG Sanco on September 23rd. The focus is on reducing the administrative burden – currently at 13% when it should be 3% - of €538 million per year. “Availability” is seen as a key driver necessitating changes upstream such as in packaging and labeling, the implementation of the ‘1-1-1 Concept’ (one dossier, one assessment, one marketing authorization valid across the EU) along with pooling the effort on Variations. From the ETPGAH perspective, innovation is also seen as vital. 
The most important next step is to ensure Member State support and it was agreed that the 1-1-1 Alliance – including COPA-COGECA, FVE & IFAH-Europe – should work in a collaborative manner to ensure Member State support.
4. Report on progress with fish diseases

WvdP had been in contact with the reference laboratory on fish diseases in The Netherlands but had received no feedback to date. It was noted that the OIE has an aquaculture committee and AM mentioned that fish expertise existed in Aberdeen and Stirling in the UK.
As the DISCONTOOLS project was quite busy, it was agreed not to pursue this matter at this point in time as it would be a challenge to deal with another disease. 
5. Report progress with bee diseases – Varroa Expert Group 
DOB referred in his PowerPoint presentation to interesting work within Codex – details had been provided by Jack Kay – to deal with residues. He suggested that the Canadian approach was of particular interest.

Concerning the establishment on an Expert Group, a potential leader had been contacted and nominees had been received from COPA-COGECA and IFAH-Europe. Some work had been initiated on the D&P analysis.

[Post meeting note: the Expert Group has met, completed a D&P analysis and hopes to complete scoring before Christmas!]

6. Update from other European Projects/Initiatives
a. KBBE = Knowledge Based Bio-Economy
DOB referred to the initiative to define possible projects for Horizon 2020. Ideas include linking healthy plants/animals/food/humans. This would involve looking for molecules across sectors that could be used in any of the sectors this linking the diverse disciplines.

A second idea relates to the sustainability of the bio-economy. The idea is to link economic, ecological and socially sustainable growth.

A third idea centres on the establishment of a bio-economy Innovation Board.

Action: DOB would continue to represent the ETPGAH with the KBBE
b. Development of European Innovation Partnership by DG Agriculture EMIDA
Referring to the PowerPoint presentation, DOB noted that DG AGRI had launched the European Innovation Partnership (EIP) as a means of bringing science and practice together and also to stimulate bottom up innovation – with a particular focus on the needs of farmers. DG AGRI is working closely with DG Research to ensure synergy in relation to innovation. It is anticipated that there will be a communication to the Council and Parliament and that a Steering Board will be established in 2012 to define priorities. 
At a meeting with DG AGRI, they appreciated and wish to build on the work of the ETPGAH and were particularly pleased that both COPA-COGECA and the FVE are active members of the ETPGAH. The work of DISCONTOOLS was also seen to be very relevant. An EIP titled “Agricultural Productivity & Sustainability” may be launched.  
Funding of €4.5 billion up to 2020 is available under Horizon 2020 for sustainable agriculture, fisheries and bio-economy research. The ideas from the AGRI EIP would inform how DG Research should use some of the funding. COPA-COGECA wishes to be on the Steering Board and would like to align their own research funds – generated by national members – with the priorities of the future EIP. COPA-COGECA is establishing a research group.

[Post meeting note: the launch has been delayed until early 2012 as the Research Council wishes to receive more information on the EIP concept before another EIP is launched. There is no criticism of the AGRI proposal but it is held up on a point of principle]  
7. Report from the Mirror Group meeting
DOB gave a presentation to update the status of Mirror Groups (MG). The German MG had a very good final meeting and may organise a conference in Autumn 2012 on vector-borne diseases related to viruses and parasites.  In Italy, the MG is collaborating with other local Technology Platforms such as Food for Life, Suschem etc. The aim is to create a joint MG with the Food for Life TP as the initiative leader. A meeting was planned in early October with the Ministry of Universities and Research to discuss the creation of such a joint Group. The Spanish MG has made improvements to its website with a new attractive design and IT tools related to research in Spain representing a search tool on patents and on-going research. This MG is also developing a website on responsible use of veterinary medicines. 

The newly created Portuguese MG had 4 meetings already where they discussed perspectives to carry on the recommendations from the ETPGAH Action Plan. They will focus on diseases relevant to Portugal, develop prioritisation and gap analysis models and will also include Antibiotic resistance.

On discussion DOB explained that a survey on all existing MG was planned to better disseminate progress and results.
Action: ETPGAH secretariat to explore the utility of a survey on all existing MG.
8. Future Database Management 
WvdP explained that they have developed a number of databases within the EPIZONE Network and that they are currently looking at making them more accessible and interoperable. They hope to fund these EPIZONE databases through the association they will be forming as a follow up to the project It is important to maintain the databases and update them regularly. A wide range of projects under FP6 and FP7 developed databases as well as the databases maintained by the various national and community reference laboratories. DG SANCO is reluctant to support any action to sustain these types of databases. EPIZONE would be holding a workshop on 4 November to discuss this issue and Declan O’Brien from DISCONTOOLS and Alex Morrow from EMIDA had been invited to attend. There was a need for financial resources to keep databases running and updated. WvdP mentioned the EC Inspire Directive which dealt with spatial data and which may be relevant to the animal health databases. This would be followed up by WvdP.
Action: WvdP to report on progress
9. Objectives of the ETPGAH 
AM noted the work of the new ERA-Net – ANIWHA – and suggested that it would be of value to have a close alignment between the Action Plan to be developed by ANIWHA and that of the ETPGAH. It was noted that the ETPGAH has a wide range of stakeholders that would bring an additional perspective as ANIWHA in limited to funders of research and the additional perspectives may be of considerable value.

It was noted that the DISCONTOOLS project would eventually finish whereas the ETPGAH may continue indefinitely. It may be appropriate for the ETPGAH to eventually absorb the work of DISCONTOOLS as a means of ensuring the continuity of the database. This would ensure the provision of research prioritisation into the future. As this could be of value to funders, it was suggested that the Collaborative Working Group of SCAR could provide necessary funds to keep the database up to date. In addition, the CVO’s may value the work of DISCONTOOLS as a means of prioritising research for a relatively low cost but with a high added value in terms of well targeted research. 

Concerning the Action Plan, the first step should be to analyse x-what has been done and what remains to be done. 

It was agreed that we should seek a second DISCONTOOLS type call in 2012 and that this wish should be made known to the programme committee members.

Action: Analyse Action Plan - JS. Contact programme committee members – DOB to work through national trade associations  
10. AOB

10.1. Date of next meeting: Friday 20 January 2012
	ETPGAH 26th EB meeting 30 September 2011: 
Summary of Actions 



	Issue
	Action / Decision
	Who
	When

	KBBE
	· DOB to continue represent the ETPGAH
	DOB
	Ongoing

	Future Database Management
	· WvdP to organise workshop & report progress
	WvdP
	November

	Objectives of the ETPGAH
	· Analyse Action Plan
· Contact programme committee members via national trade associations
	JS
DOB
	By mid-January

October
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